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STARCOM NETWORK’s My 
Christmas Wish is like the  
gift that keeps on giving. 

Despite an increasing demand 
from children who write to My 
Christmas Wish, a part of 
the radio programme Today 
In VOB Country, asking for 
Christmas presents for others, 
presenter Carol Roberts  
said they were determined  
to grant as many wishes  
as they could. 

She said that every year she 
planned to distribute only 12 
gifts but yesterday well over  
50 items were presented  
to about 14 children. 

The broadcaster said that 
each letter pulled at the 
heartstrings and she promised 
to be back on the road next 
Tuesday to answer letters. 

“A lot of the letters we receive 
come from children in need. 

There was one little boy who 
lived with his grandmother  
and he said his father always 
makes promises but he has 
never delivered. 

“We even got one from a 
young lady. Earlier this year 
their home was damaged by fire 
and she was asking for presents 
for her siblings . . . . The good 
thing about these letters is that 
they don’t ask for themselves 
but for other people they know,” 
Roberts added. 

Yesterday the SATURDAY 
SUN followed the Starcom 
team to homes at Emerald  
Park West, St Philip; Maynards, 
St Peter; and Westbury Road,  
St Michael. 

“It’s an amazing experience 
and I think we can learn a lot 
from these letters,” she added. 

Representatives of retail 
store Cave Shepherd, including 

marketing director Kay Richards 
and chief operations officer 
David Pietrzak, also went  
along for the ride. Richards  
said that last year was their  
first time participating and  
they promised to continue  
to donate. 

“We just had to do it again, 
so we are on board to do it 
every year. The smiles and the 
happiness we see when we make 
those presentations, we can’t 
help but want to do it again,”  
she said. 

One of the lucky families was 
the Foster siblings, who now 
reside at Westbury Road,  
St Michael. In their letter,  
eldest sister Khia-Amor Foster 
recalled that her home was lost 
to fire in early June. 

When asked what prompted 
her to write the letter, the 
youngster was in state of shock, 

so her grandmother Ava Foster 
stepped in. She said in 2015 they 
tried to get the attention of the 

show by writing a letter but they 
were not successful. This time 
they were lucky. (TG)

CAVE SHEPHERD’S chief operating officer David Pietrzak 
(right), broadcaster Carol Roberts (second from right) presenting 
members of the Foster family, (from left) Ava Foster, Jamark 
Foster-Padmore, Khia-Amor Foster, Aaliyah-Rose Foster,  
with Christmas gifts yesterday. (Picture by Ricardo Leacock.)
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CHILDREN ARE AMONG those seeking holiday 
sustenance at the Salvation Army this year.

That was the case at the annual treat facilitated by 
Massy Distribution and Massy United Insurance at the 
Army’s, Reed Street, The City headquarters yesterday.

Chief executive officer of Massy Distribution, Glenn 
Taylor, said the change might point to greater needs  
in the society.

“It kinda sends a signal that times are even harder, 
because parents [are] now bringing their family and 
kids, and not just coming themselves. They’ve at least 
had some sort of income to provide for the children, 
but now in the tough times even that is proving to be 
difficult,” he told the SATURDAY SUN.

Taylor did not have an immediate solution, but 
said he would be taking his observations back to the 
executive at Massy.

“I think perhaps we need to look an event catering  
to the children only because, you know, kids their palate 
is a bit different than the adults,” he stated. 

Taylor said Massy gives back in various ways 
throughout the year, but felt they needed to look 
at what they could do to help the needy and the 
underprivileged year-round.

“We will do what we can. Obviously business fortunes 
have not been the brightest for all of us but we do 
realise that Barbadians spend what they can within  
the Massy group of companies and we feel that this is a  
way of giving back to those that spend with us,” he said.

Salvation Army Divisional Commander Major Sinous 

Theodore agreed that the presence spoke to a greater 
need, but said it was not peculiar to Barbados. He said 
there was no specific welfare programme for children, 
but they were taken care of indirectly when the parents 
receive hampers and the like.

“The needs are there, the problems are there and 
they have to be addressed. We are committed to help 
addressing those needs with the help and contributions 
of generous Barbadians,” he said.

More than 30 staff from the two Massy companies 
were present to spread the Christmas cheer to the  
less fortunate.

Staff helps

“Every Christmas we come and we donate the lunch 
for about 350 of the needy. Our staff they join us and 
will come and help serve, help decorate the premises 
and also help during the clean-up,” Taylor said, adding 
that Massy’s contribution was on the same scale as  
last year.

The Salvation Army is reporting a fall-off in 
donations, which may stop them from meeting their 
$800 000 target, but Theodore said they are thankful  
for companies like Massy which continue to contribute 
to the needy.

Theodore noted that more people are being fed this 
year, but the income is decreasing.

“It is posing a kind of difficulty for us to meet the 
needs on a daily basis, but we are grateful to corporate 
Barbados, to all Barbadians, visitors and those who 
have chosen Barbados as their home for their support  

More needy children
to the Salvation Army. But I believe that although  
we are behind now compared to last year we’ll  
catch up,” he said. 
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Delivering holiday cheer


